Tom Edwards Girardeau
April 27, 2018

CLAXTON: Tom Edwards Girardeau, Ph.D., 44, passed away April 27, 2018, at his home
in West Chester, Pennsylvania. He was raised in Claxton, Georgia, attended public
schools in Claxton, and he was the Star Student of his 1991 Senior Class. He graduated
from the University of Georgia with an AB in chemistry in 1996. He received his Ph.D. in
polymer chemistry from the Georgia Institute of Technology in 2001. Tom immediately
went to work for MeadWestvaco in Charleston, South Carolina in their Research and
Development department. While there he led his research team to develop a superior
asphalt product named Evotherm that could be poured cold, and it was patented by
MeadWestvaco. He was hired by Henry Company in 2012 as Technology Director of
Research and Development where his expertise with asphalt was used to create new
construction materials. He was a scholar and a gentleman, and he loved science and
nature. In his spare time he shared his knowledge on websites that allow children to ask
science questions and be answered by qualified volunteer scientists.
SURVIVORS: his parents, Lee and Ellen Girardeau; a sister, Jill Girardeau (Andrew
Munro); two nephews, Thomas Munro and Alexander Munro; devoted friend, Kristin Ryan;
his canine companion, Dugan; numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.
MEMORIAL: The memorial service will be private, but friends and family will be welcome
for visitation on Saturday, May 19th, 3:00 p.m., at the Parker Family Life Center.
REMEMBRANCE: In lieu of flowers, please donate to Evans County Library to the Tom
Girardeau Science Fund for purchase of science books and publications.
Mellie NeSmith Funeral Home in charge of arrangements
“Our Family Serving Your Family”
“Since 1917”
(912) 739-3338
www.nesmithfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

I first met Tom several years ago shortly after I started work at Henry Company. We
spoke frequently and had a chance to get to know one another fairly well and I
quickly came to appreciate his friendly demeanor and sense of humor. Not being a
scientist, I didn't understand the finer details of his day-to-day work, but I've always
had an interest in science and Tom was great at explaining things. I love listening to
people talk about things that excite them, and Tom had a true passion both for
science and for helping others understand it. I'll miss Tom's enthusiasm and his
Southern wit and charm. I'm glad to have known him.

Mark Johnston - May 08, 2018 at 05:22 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Tom was not only a great co-worker but also a friend. He
was always there to help and support me when needed. I am grateful that I was able
to know Tom and count myself blessed for having known him,

Rob Franklin - May 08, 2018 at 12:02 PM

“
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Ellen Girardeau - May 08, 2018 at 09:08 AM

